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Hello! This is the monthly information on environmental issues from Tokyo Metropolitan 

Government, Japan.  
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We would like to keep sharing information on TMG current environmental policies. 

 

-The Tokyo Metropolitan Government Proposes the Introduction of the Cap and Trade System on 

a Nationwide Scale 

 

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government appraises the new move by the national government to 

introduce a national-level Cap and Trade system. In order to cooperate toward the realization 

of what is a truly effective system, TMG has publicly announced the Tokyo Metropolitan 

Government Proposal for the Introduction of the Cap and Trade System on a Nationwide Scale. 

 

The TMG decided in June 2008 to introduce Japan’s first-ever Cap and Trade system that makes 

it obligatory to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. In June 2009, the Tokyo Metropolitan 

Assembly unanimously adopted an opinion in writing that sought the national government to 

introduce the system. TMG is now preparing for the commencement of the system in April 2010, 

in corporation with the enterprises to which the system will apply.  

 

The new national government that took office in September last year expressed the ambitious 



goal of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 25 percent of the 1990 level by 2020, and began 

considering Cap and Trade Emissions Trading as one of the ways to achieve the target. 

 

The new system the national government currently under study should be the one that will 

clearly make it obligatory to cut the total amount of emissions and be under the international 

standard. At the same time, the system should also be the one that assuredly makes the most 

of the pioneering efforts by a number of the local governments, as well as the TMG’s initiative 

with the 1,400 enterprises.  

 

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government proposal includes the basic framework that consists of two 

systems; the one is the National Cap and Trade System, based on laws that the national 

government enacts, and another is the Community Cap and Trade System.  

 

The former system by the national government would cover the large-scale energy or resource 

supply facilities (such as power generators or steel plants), and the latter by the prefectures 

would target the large-scale enterprises that consume significant amounts of energy (pursuant 

to the large emitting office buildings or factories that the Tokyo Metropolitan Government’

s system will apply to). It proposes the national and local governments to join together and 

both actively carry out their respective roles, and to promote reducing significant amount 

of both the supply and the demand for energy. 

 

To avoid the crisis brought about by climate change, it is essential to reduce the greenhouse 

gases emissions. The Tokyo Metropolitan Government will actively play its part to see the 

realization of effective system in cutting the amount of GHGs emissions.  
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-The State of Disposal and Treatment of Industrial Waste (Results for fiscal year2007) 

 

The Ministry of the Environment has publicly released the State of Disposal and Treatment 

of Industrial Waste report for the 2007 fiscal year. According to the report, the total amount 

of industrial waste that was disposed of increased by about 1 million tons over the previous 

year to reach 419 million tons, among which 52.2 percent, or 218.81 million tons was recycled 

as resources. The Ministry sees the recycling amount of the industrial waste in FY2007 was 

the largest as the result that the recycling-related laws have become familiar and as the 

movement toward changing into the sound material-cycle society.  

 

Of the industrial waste that could not be recycled, some was incinerated and dehydrated, 

reducing the total amount disposed to 180.47 million tons. As a result of this, the amount 

of industrial waste disposed in the final disposal sites was reduced to 20.14 million tons, 

which is the smallest amount ever. 

 

Looking at the types of industrial waste, the largest amount was the sludge from construction 

sites, which accounted for 44.2 percent, followed by livestock excretion 20.9 percent and 

all the types of rubble 14.5 percent. 87 percent of the construction sludge was dehydrated 



to reduce the overall weight. 96 percent of the livestock excretion was turned into fertilizer, 

and 95 percent of the rubble turned into roadway subgrade material.  

 

Looking at the industry sector, the electricity, gas, heating suppliers and waterworks 

generated 22.8 percent, agriculture 20.9 percent and the construction industry 18.4 percent.  

 

In a survey the Tokyo Metropolitan Government carried out for the same year, it showed that 

the total amount of industrial waste generated within Tokyo reached 24.11 million tons, a 

drop of 340,000 tons (about 1.4 percent) compared to the 24.45 million tons that had been 

recorded in the previous year.  

 

Among them, 757,000 tons (31.4 percent of the total waste discharged) was re-cycled. 15.38 

million tons was reduced in weight (63.8 percent of the total waste discharged) and 1.16 

million tons (4.8 percent of the total weight discharged) was disposed in the landfill sites. 

 

By the type of industrial waste, the largest amount was the sludge, which accounted for 15.82 

million tons (65.6 percent of the total weight disposed). It was followed by rubbles 5.75 

million tons (23.8 percent). These two items accounted for 89.4 percent of all industrial 

waste in Tokyo. Viewed by industry sector, waterworks and sewerage accounted for 54.2 percent 

and construction 37.5 percent, so that these two sectors disposed of 91.6 percent of the 

overall amount. 
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